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Differences in Flood Policy Can Be Bridged.
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Abstract: 

acknowledged success of co-operation on the River Rhine. This analysis helps to deepen our understanding of the 
advantages and the pitfalls of international co-operation. Narrative analysis shows how ambiguous principles 

in the implementation of the policy. 
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Water International

is

at the same time

is

Flood policy with regard to the river Rhine
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Figure 1: The Rhine in Europe (source: Goutam et al. 2006)The Rhine in Europe (source: Goutam et al. 2006)he Rhine in Europe (source: Goutam et al. 2006)
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Water International

The Rhine

Flood policy in Germany and The Netherlands

resistance likelihood

resilience
potential damage
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Narrative analysis

et al.

always

Federal government

Federal states

Bezirk , Kreis

Municipalities Wasserverbände

National government

Provinces

Municipalities Water boards

The Netherlands G ermany

International bodies

Multilateral level 

(ICR, EU, UN)

Bilateral level

(‘Arbeitsgruppe’ )
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narrators
problem solution strategies
main themes

‘Ecological trade-off’ in Germany

Floods are part of the natural water cycle
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Water International

et al.

et al.

trade-off

man 
versus nature
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Every drop needs to be transported safely

et al.,

et al

et al

et al

safety problem
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Comparative summary

Bridging the Dutch and German policy narratives

et al.

Narratives elements Germany The Netherlands 

Main narrators Environmental Ministries on

the federal state and national

level

Ministry of Transport,

Public Works and Water

Management

Problem Urgency Low High

Cause Human influence Climate change

Solution strategies Resilience

-preventing floods 

ecologically

-reducing damage potential

Resistance

-technical measures

-spatial measures

Theme Trade-off Trade-off balancing values Safety conditions trade-offs

Man vs. 

nature

Do not control river flow,

but re-establish natural river

Controlling floods is the 

only solution (now and for 

the future)

Dominance in flood 

policy

-Bundesregierung 2002a

-Bundesregierung 2002d

-Nordrhein-Westfalen 1999

-LAWA 1995

-Cabinet 2000

-Ministry of Transport 2000

-Dutch Parliament 1995b

-Dutch Parliament 1995a
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Common principles and action plans

Accommodation of common principles and plans in national 
approaches
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et al Concluding remarks

D
o
w
n
l
o
a
d
e
d
 
B
y
:
 
[
R
a
d
b
o
u
d
 
U
n
i
v
e
r
s
i
t
y
 
N
i
j
m
e
g
e
n
]
 
A
t
:
 
1
8
:
2
8
 
1
1
 
N
o
v
e
m
b
e
r
 
2
0
0
9
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simultaneously enables 
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